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Excellencies,
Distinguished guests,
Ladies and gentlemen,
· It is a great honour for me to be with you here in Moscow today to celebrate the opening of the 24th international Sviaz Expocomm 2012 exhibition. I was here for the 23rd edition of Sviaz Expocomm last year, and it is a tremendous pleasure to be here again this year. 

· ITU highly appreciates this important event, and we wish you every success.

· The Sviaz Expocomm event provides the world with an opportunity to learn more about the achievements of Russia and the region as well as the experiences gained which can be shared and benefit others.
Ladies and gentlemen,
· As one of the founders of ITU, Russia has always been one of the main Member States which supports ITU in all of its activities and endeavours.
· ITU highly values the contributions by Russia, including its very generous voluntary contribution of 5 Million Swiss Francs to modernize the Popov Room in ITU – which is now one of the most modern, state-of-the-art facilities in Geneva.
· ITU was also most honoured to receive an increase of 1.5 million Swiss francs in annual contributions from the Russian Federation, starting from the beginning of 2012.

· This lends concrete financial support to the Union, on top of the very high level political support offered by the Russian Federation – with the meeting between ITU Secretary-General Dr Hamadoun Touré and Vladimir Putin, last summer in Geneva, for example, as well as the very strong support shown for the ITU Telecom World 2011 event by the Federation, and in particular Igor Shchegolev, the Russian Minister of Communications and Mass Media.

Distinguished guests,
· ITU has appreciated and happily cooperated with Russia in many such activities – and we look forward with great anticipation to the advancements yet to come!
· In closing, let me invite you to ‘ITU Telecom World 2012’, which is being held from 14 to 18 October 2012, in Dubai. The event will once again bring together world leaders at the highest level, along with top executives from many of the world’s most powerful players in the ICT sector.
· To conclude, I would like to express my sincere thanks to the Russian Administration for inviting me to join this event, and for giving me the opportunity to deliver these remarks at the opening session. I wish the event and all participants every best success.

Thank you for your attention.
